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DETAILED ACTION 

Reason for Allowance 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: In response 
to the Office action dated August 8, 2007, and further to the amendments filed by 
applicant on December 4, 2007, applicant's request in view of the amendments and 
remarks have been reviewed and respectfully considered. Claims 4, 8 and 13 are 
cancelled. Therefore, the pending claims 1-3, 5-7, 9-12, 14-15 are allowed for the 
reasons given below. 

Claim 1 is allowed [i.e., independent] for the reason the prior art searched and of 
record neither anticipates nor suggests the claimed invention as amended. 

Specifically, Yoshihara '163' in view of Golddberg '181' the prior arts used to 
reject the application. In particular, Yoshihara '163' is concerned with the problem of 
putting due image portions back together. More specifically, Yoshihara (col. 6, lines 14- 
24), proposes that the image portions are reduced and then synthesized into one image 
of an A3-size. On the other hand, the approach proposed by Yoshihara, like its 
background, requires the operator to manually split scanning of a large-sized document 
into multiple (for example, four) portions, when the original cannot be scanned in a 
single scanning operation. Yoshihara, column 5, lines 30-54. 
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In contrast, in the claimed subject matter of the present application, [i.e., 
independent claims 1 and 5] the large-sized subject copy is scanned, as a single image; 
to generate large-sized copy image data, and then the large-sized copy image data is 
automatically divided in a sub-scanning direction into a plurality of read areas according 
to a specified overlapping width, with each read area including divisional lines of data 
having a predetermined width.. Each of independent claims 1 and 5 discloses or 
discusses these features. 

Thus, Claims 1-3, 9-12, 14-15 are allowed for the reason the prior art searched 
and of record neither anticipates nor suggests a facsimile device comprising: inputting 
means including scanner means to scan a large-sized subject copy having a size larger 
than A3-size and generate large-sized copy image data based on the scanning of said 
subject copy; dividing means for automatically dividing in a sub-scanning direction said 
large-sized image data of said subject copy of the size larger than the A3-size into a 
plurality of read areas according to a specified overlapping width, each read area 
including divisional lines of data having a predetermined width; image rotating means 
for performing an image rotation with respect to each of said divisional lines of data so 
as to supply rotated divisional lines; encoding means for encoding each of said rotated 
divisional lines into encoded data; and outputting means for out-putting said encoded 
data. 

Claims 5-7 are also allowed for the same reason discussed above, in particular, 
the prior art searched and of record neither anticipates nor suggests a method for 
controlling a facsimile device, the steps of: inputting through scanner means sized copy 



Application/Control Number: 10/054,147 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2625 

image data of a large-sized subject copy having a size larger than A3-size; 
automatically dividing automatically dividing in a sub-scan direction said large-sized 
copy image data of the large-sized subject copy into at least two read areas according 
to a specified overlapping width each read area including divisional lines of data having 
a predetermined width; performing an image rotation with respect to each of said 
divisional lines of data so as to supply rotated divisional lines; encoding each of said 
rotated divisional line into encoded data; and out-putting said encoded data. 

Finally, all pending claims 1-3, 5-7, 9-12, 14-15 are allowed for the reasons 
discussed above. 

Conclusion 

2. . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NEGUSSIE WORKU whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7472. The examiner can normally be reached on 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on 571-272-7402. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
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Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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